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From Scotland to Japan 

was written by

Frances M Lynch

in April 2026 

to accompany a new book about marine biologist

Isabella Gordon (1901 - 1988)

as part of Electric Voice Theatre’s

 Isabella’s Footsteps Project

The song is inspired by the work of pupils from

P4 Keith Primary and primary 3-5 Newmill Primary schools

developed during the 2025 winter term with 

Frances M Lynch - Artistic Director, Composer, Workshop Leader, Singer

Herbie Clarke - Workshop Leader, Guitarist

Coralie Usmani - Workshop Leader, Violist

Miranda Lowe C.B.E - Principal Curator, Crustacea Natural History Museum

Catherine Booth - Science Historian (retired) National Library of Scotland

A demo recording of the song is available online, 

along with learning materials including videos, recordings and lesson plans, 

British Sign Language interpretation and more.

You will also find more about the project, the book and how to secure your copy of it 

on this web page 

www.electricvoicetheatre.co.uk/isabellas-book

Notes on performing the song:

You can sing the whole song in unison or use any of the harmony parts you wish

Feel free to use guitar or piano or any other instruments you have

You can also download an instrumental track online to sing with

The words and music of the song are copyright of Electric Voice Theatre 2026

You are welcome to learn and perform the song, using any instrumental accompaniment you have.

However, it is not permitted to alter or use or copy any part for commerical gain

Please contact us at electricvoicetheatre.co.uk if you are performing it,

we'd love to keep track of where it is used
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From Scotland to Japan
Text by Frances M Lynch

CHORUS

From Scotland to Japan seems a long, long way  

But just a few footsteps every day

Just a few footsteps every day

Took Isabella Gordon all the way

She stertit oot* in kindly Keith

She learnt tae* draw, build self-belief

She turnt* her steps tae Aberdeen

Whaur* oceans clamoured tae be seen

CHORUS

Around the world crustaceans waited

For Isabella to find where they’re located

She took them to London, to catalogue and name them

Her knowledge grew until it was the size of Big Ben

CHORUS

Until her footsteps led to where Crabs,

Shrimp and the Emperor welcomed her

To a palace in Japan, an honoured guest

The quine* fae Keith, hailed a top scientist* 

BRIDGE

If you, like her, work hard, stay strong,

Believe in yourself, keep going on,

Your footsteps will take you a long, long way.

CHORUS

scientist*   pronounce it to rhyme with guest in the line above

There are a few Scots words in Doric, which is the dialect spoken in the Keith area.

    Scots/DoricEnglish

stertit oot*  started out
tae*                to

turnt*            turned

Whaur*        Where

quine* fae    girl from 
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